
get back to you within a-few days. I strongly recommend that you start these assignments
soon. You will not he able to get them done the night before school starts, and I will not
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work to come. If you have questions about them, please contact me-direitly it
2.nJt.us . I may not check e-mail daity in the summer, but wilt

be accepting them late.

2 : Generations: l\on-Fiction

What would a summer English assignment be without a little reading? While
reading is often a solitary experience when you're not in school, you,re goiig to read
with anoth€r person. The reason I call this activity Generations is that tlie peison with
whom you read needs to be someone significantly older than you. In addiiion, your
reading selection must be a work of non-fiction. The new national Common bore

Welcome to English 9H! I'm lookingforward to working with you over the next
academic year to develop your reading, writing, and language ittrttt. Before we even get
together in the fall, you have some summer assignmentslhalwitt prepari youfor the

1: Out and About

We are lucky to live in a region that is incredibly rich in history and culture, and I
want you to use some of your summer to enjoy it. Your first assignment is to go visit a
museum, historical site, state park, or to attend a concert, play, art show or
theatrical performance. There are lots of places you can 

"isit 
nel of charge throughout

our area' though if you want to go somewhere that charges an admission, thit is up to you
and your family.

lYhile on your visit take a moment to find out who manages the site, or who put
together the exhibit or event you are attending. If the place has a-website,tLatmighf help
you out with information.

After the visit type a thoughtful letter of about one-page to the person responsible
for the site to tell them about your experience. You might just want to let them know
what the visit was like from the perspective of a studenl you might make suggestions
about ways to improve visitor experience, you might complimeni th. *ork tfrJy ur"
doing, or you might politely critique some aspect of the siie. Ultim ately,the content is up
to you. When you have completed your letter and carefully proofreaa it, keep a copy for
submission to me and send a copy directly to the addressee. Sending the letier is
mandatory! If you receive a response, please bring a copy to class,Ihey are great fun to
share.

One final note: I strongly encourage you to go out and try something new and
different. Going to a local movie theatre, or hanging out with your buddies ai Butler park
doesn't count here.



standards to which we all must adhere call for an even balance between fiction and non-
fiction in student reading. Most of us prefer fiction, so this will be a chance to investigate
a geffe that we don't read as much.

Here's how it works:
First, decide with whom you would rike to read. It might be a parent,

grandparent, aunt, uncle, god parent, or an older family friend (who your folks say is ok).

Nexl decide with them what you will read. I would prefer that you choose a book
that is new to you and challenging. The work should be a work of non-fiction, like a
travel book, true life adventure story, a police procedural book, a history, a coilection of
essays or biography. We all have our old favorites, but this is about sharing the
experience of reading, so a work that is new to you both will be the most fun.

Now tead. You don't need to sit down and read together, though that can be fgn.
You should periodically make time to have a quick discussion with your partner about
what is happening in the book, what you both think of it, surprir"r o. chailenges in the
text, and messages or interpretations that you can take from the book.

Finally: the interview. After you have both finished the book, interview your
partner(s) about the book and your shared reading process. The questions are dirlctly
below. You'll need to write out answers to the questions in the form of an engaging
essay of at least two pages, typed, double-spa cedr 12 pt. standard font not just as a
numbered list.

l. Describe your partner(s). Who are they? How do you differ generationally?
2' What work did you read together and how did you choose it? Briefly describe the

content ofthe book
what were the best and worst things about the book according to each rcader?
would you recommend your book to a specific age-group, orls it good for all ages?
whv?

How do your differences in age affect your reading and interpretation of the text?
(In other wordso did the age and experience of each reader give them a different
experience of the book?) Were there things in the story thai one of you noticed that
the other didn't? Why do you think that might be?
Do either of you think the author wrote the book for a specific audience? What
evidence from the book gives you your answer?
How did reading this book along with a person of another age group affect each of
you?
What can be gained from reading alongside someone with different experiences
than yourself?

The enrichment ideas below provide some possible variations to the assignment.

Enrichmenf; If you're feeling ambitious (and I hope you are!) here are some
ways to have more fun with this activity:

J.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.



Read with a larger group. Try picking a book to read with the whole family and
include mixed generations, i.e. Mom, Dad, Grandparents, and younger siblings or
cousins.

Try two books, one picked by you and one picked by your partner. Think about
what the choices say about each of you
Try a work of fiction and a work of non-fiction. Compare the techniques used by
authors of both

3: Where Have You Been?

English Language Arts is a subject that you have leamed about every year, and
one that you will take right through high school. You have read, written, and learned
many things up to this point in your career. I want you to take some time to reflect
what you have achieved in English so far.

First, purchase yourself a notebook or joumal to house your writing. You're going to
need one for class in the fall, so start it out now. Get one that you will love! A
simple marble one works great.

Now, build a catalog page. Try rernembering and listing every book you've read in
middle school, and as many as you can from the last few years of elementary school.
It's also fun to add a few of the earliest books you ever read. My two earliest
favorites were The Foot Book by Dr. Seuss and The Sailor Dogby Margaret Wise
Brown.

Create a second catalog page for your writing. What are the best (and worst) pieces
of writing you have created throughout middle school and late elementary school?
What made them good or bad? How long were they? What is the earliest thing you
remember writing?

Reflect on what reading and writing means to you. what role does it play in your
life? How often do you do each? what makes your writing strong? What makes a
book an interesting read? What are your reading goals? what are your writing
goals? what is your usual process for writing? How, when, and where do you read?
What is the importance of language arts in your life?

Now write an essay of at least two pages, typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. standard font.
In the essay discuss the role of reading and writing in your life so far. Again, the
content is up to you, but the reflection questions above should guide you. Have the
essay done for the first class. If you would like to e-mail me a draft of it in advance
(by the second week of August) I will be happy to comment on it and give you some
suggestions. You can reach me at my school e-mail: mckeebym@averillpark.kl2.n),.us

Have a great summer!


