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TwoOo FACULTY TO RETIRE
REPRESENTING 53 ToTAL YEARS AT APHS

APCSD
BUDGET
PASSES

The residents of
Averill Park passed a $61.4
million budget for the 2021-
22 school year on May 18,
resulting in a tax levy increase
of 0.95%. The final vote re-
sults were 576 in support,
with 299 votes opposed.

v".

There was also a bus
and equipment purchase
proposition, which also passed
578 to 297. The school will
be purchasing nine school
buses and a truck.

There were two
Board of Education seats vot-
ed on, won by Jessica Zweic
with 681 votes and Jackie
Geraci with 625.
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Iltds that

Ms. Boulay has been

when Averill Park High School teaching Biology and Horticul-

says goodbye to staff who are
retiring. This year, two long
time members of the AP com-
munity, Ms. Boulay and Mrs.
Smith, are leaving, and they
will be greatly missed.

ture (and one stint at Chemis-
try) at Averill Park High School
for 30 years.

ol |l oved
here, 6 she sai
such a good time, and the
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community has been so sup-

portive of me.
Boulay, originally
from Windsor, Connecticut,

and now living near Hudson,

plans &ni conginuing in some

d. ol dve had
(continued on page 2)
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TECHNOLOGY SEEN AS INTRUSIVE
CONCERNS RAISED OVER SURVEILLANCE

by Alex Gaboury

It is no secret that
digital technology has made
many reexamine education
and re-assess the tools being
used. In the past year, as the
Averill Park School
transferred to an unprece-
dented learning model, new
technologies emerged. New
security cameras were in-
stalled in the district, and
GoGuardian, which monitors
and manages student com-
puters, was implemented at

Averill Park in the middle
school, and was recently of-
fered in the high school.

District |4 '

The funding for both
new cameras and GoGuardi-

an came from similar sources:
federal funds streamlined into
certain areas of focus. The
cameras were a Security
measure and something that,
as language teacher Mr.
Brown said,
er for administration to review
the files to know if there were
code of conduct infractions in
the hallways. It allows the
administration to get a clearer
picture of the
Students are largely

(continued on page 4)
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RETIREES (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

form of education after re- gr eat |l y mi ss ed. Washington Elementary. She said Kate Dorgan, the Director
tirement. Her desire is to 0 Ms . Boul ay moved to the high school as of Teacher and Student Sup-
work with youth in her local Frizzle before the Magic School the first Bridges teacher (an por t . 0She has he
area, especially as the place Bus, 0 said Mr . alternative educationtype pro- many young adults towards
is undergoing change as also teaches science, pointing gram), a position she held for adulthood. Her knowledge
people move up from New out her oOpassi o 13 years, before transitioningaand positivity wil!/|
York City. She sees diversity everything in nature.Sheloved t o a oO0combi nat 0Those g that
issues as important, and what she taught. Students were into classes and supporting havebeen around long
said ol want lucky to have her, she will al- students in a resource room enough remember that APHS
volunteering, or for a nofor-  ways be one of the greatest at environment, while also teach- had a program called
profit, d she <AP and be missed immenselyii ng English <c¢cl ¢ Bridges, 6 saiidd.sp
ing with kids¢by alll 0 At one point, she was simulta- tion teacher Mrs. Marrufo.
a l ess acadel 0 She' skeepingb e neously teaching algebra, three 6 We | | , just before
She is open to working with gardening, biological force of a levels of English, social studies, the century, Mindy was THE
students of all ages, not just teacher and she will be greatly and pushing in (working within "bridge." APHS hanepicked
at the high school level. mi ssed, 6 sai d lanot her t e a ¢ h e tthe most challenging kids, and h
Boulay already another  science  teacher. her students to science clas- instead of outplacing them,
does work outside of school o Wh e n | first ses. gave them to Mindy, a one
which she hopes to contin- remember Mr. Kaedy asking ol t was r woman show, in the tiny room
ue, working for the Blue Star me if | had met Ms. Boulay portant for me to work in a nextto the faculty room.
Farm. On Saturdays she yet...that she was the BEST! country school oMy favorite m
helps sell their produce ata And | very quickly found out about coming to Averill Park, of Mindy will always be from
famer ds mar k e thowright he was. Anendlessly 0 because t he peone of my first years here at
plans on getting a puppy Yyoungat-heart spirit. She even t o earth and f the high school. | received a e
(through Mrs. Engel), as she taught me how to have agreen descr i bes Av er isurprise gift (candle) in mya
hasndt had t hethumb. She's an inspiration to wonderful school to work mailbox. Mindy was thanking
due to teaching. all of us, and her inner drive in...the students are great and me for being so kind. | will
Reflecting on Aver- and curiosity ‘the staff ar e dnever forget how wonderful
il Par k, B o u |l that cat!! That cat is ready ta i Smith and her hus- that made me feel. That was
itds a great cchase down some voles after c band live in Averill Park (where so ki nd of her, 6 s:
munity is really lucky. | she | eaves her e they raised their two children, a special education teacher.
think the district has really High school principal both APHS graduates), but they 0o | wi sh her all t h
served this community in  Mr . Quil es saiddondt pl an on 2inew adventure which | amng .
many great wilay has been an incredible as- I n retirement, sure wil have a lot of bicyg
something for everyone settoall ofusatAPHSoverthe t o Texas, 6 Smi tcling! Make sure you post all her
here. o years. Her passion and love for husband who retired last year, of your pictures ol
Boulay wanted to the field of Biology, especial- Smith plans on traveling in 0 Mr s . Smi th i s
make sure to compliment lythe area of Horticulture, has t hei r smal | c a Initely one of those teachersh e
the people working for the left our school community with first year or so, (we plan on) a students will not forget. Her
Averill Park School District. an unparalleled greenhouse Ilot of US traveling using our relentlesscommitmentto the
ol t hi nk teac programwhichlamcertainwil daughter 86s houssuccess of each of her stu--
and beyond to develop rela- thrive for decades to ni a as a home Identsis something truly spe-i -
tionships with students and come. She has truly left a tion, Smith said, I'm looking ci al , 0 sai d Qui l es
facilitate t helegacy in this area, but also irh forward to painting, taking pic- years, she has always done
said, oand f i ithe hundreds of student lives- tures of our travels, riding my whatever it took to find a path-
tial .o she has so wonderfully impact- bike and reading lots of books. way for every student with
Whi | e s h e ed with her positiveenergy and Smith will be missed whomshe has worked. | have
here for 3 0 yengaging handon and real by many at the school upon her seen so many times, with my
has made it easier to leave, world instructionalpr acti creti rement. 0 |l own eyes, the impact that shé u |
because iitds | Mrs. Smith has been that | was given the privilege of had on the lives of her stu-
fun.  Virtual relationships working for 23 years full time at  teaching classes with Mindy dents, and the great transi-
are just not nAveril Park, and in many capac- and being able to learn from tional choices they make as
Many will miss Ms. ities. Originally from Saranac her , 6 sai d Mr s.they leave high school. She h
Boulay once she retires. Lake in northern New York, t eacher . ol has been a hero to
oVicki e mb odi Smith moved south to this area respect for Mindy, not just as a Quiles summed up

excitement for Biology and
Science-especi al |
said Mrs. Burger, a fellow
science  teacher.
shares this love and excite-
ment with her lucky stu-
dents. Her spirit will

and initially substitute taught in
yTroy and Green Island. She
then worked as a substitute

teacher, but also as a wonder-
ful person. Averill Park is los-
ing a treasure and we will miss

0 S h eteacher in Averill Park elemen- her dearl y. 6
tary schools for five years, be- OMi ndy i s
fore moving on member of the high schools
be assistant position at George s peci al educati

the thoughts of many on the
retirement of these two.
0 B odf these teachers will be
greatly missed by all of us, but
we are also excited for them
as they move to do new and
exciting thingg!bé
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GRADUATION

PLANS FINALIZED

A TRUE CELEBRATION FOR THE CLASs OF 2021

by Sarah Wallace

This school year has
been nothing but roadblock
after roadblock, especially for
the Class of 2021.

Times Union Center ir
Albany, the Class o
2021 will graduate as a
whole. So mark youl
calendars because
Thursday, June 24 a.

6:30 everyone gets to say
their final farewells to our
seniors.

A class that has
overcome more adversity
than ever thought possible
gets to finally commence as
one, all together, something
they have not been able to do
all year long.

Fortunately, it is with
great pleasure that
Averill  Park Higl
School 6s CI
gets to close out their
journey the right way
with an official gradua-
tion ceremony.

Hosted at the

But it does not end
there. The Class of 2021 not
only gets to graduate togeth-
er, but each student is al-
lowed four guests, something

that seemed impossible
months ago. Additionally, this
thrilling, exciting moment will
be captured on livestream for
all friends and family to see.

Currently, there is
no further information regard-
ing ticketing and pricing but
more will be revealed as the
date nears.

There are some
restrictions, as each gradu-
ate and guest must demon-
strate proof of vaccination
or obtain a negative COVID

CLASS OF

that. Il dm
and proud of this class
and wish them all
not hing but
The Class of
2021 has missed out
on a lot: a prom, their
entire senior year in
school, a regular
sports season, pep

test. It seems like a small
price to pay for such a re-
warding experience after
the last year.

Senior class presi-
dent Lauren Paris knows
just how difficult this year
was, especially while trying
to ensure her classmates
got the best of the best.0 A's

expected, this year has
been very difficult for us all
and planning a graduation
was nothing short of easy
but | know how much we
l ost out on
0Graduation
whole class, was our
ultimate goal and | am
so happy to say that
we have accomplished

rally, homecoming,
traditional senior activities
and so much more. But it
is with joy that they get to
be sent off the right way,
all together, with one final
hoorah. Congratulations to
the Averill Park Class of
2021!

1

Lo

REOPENING PLAN STILL UNDETERMINED
UNMASKING THE UPCOMING SCHOOL YEAR

by Simone SchwarzEise

completely maskless for the gestions made by the CDC must Averill Park district has been

vaccinated population,

this first be approved by the state

doing over the past few

6 sa
a s

o g

t he

As this schoolyearis doesndt me an
coming to a close,
many families have
been wondering whal
the Averill Park Schoa

Districtods

t and government agencies. months.
Quiles said it is

still a possibility the mask
mandate in school will
change before the fall term
starts. At various points

Quiles stressed that
there are a lot of unknowns
when looking into the coming
school year , a
to provide much information

REOPENING

the upcoming 2021-
2022 school year. |
interviewed the princi-
pal of Averill Park Higt
School, Heath Quiles
to get an inside scoog
on the district's plans.
Quiles said

that even though the CDC
may have approved going
maskless outdoors and going

SCHOOL

WHAT IT MIGHT LOCK LIKE

and teachers can go without
masks just yet. In order for

over the next months, the
federal government will
issue decisions, followed by
the state government.
Based on those decisions,
the Department of Educa-
tion will give regulations on
what schools are able to do.

No changes will be

made for this present school
the district to allow this, sug- year.

It was noted how well the

about what school is likely to
be like next year. Administra-
tion will be on the lookout in
the next few months for more
information on this topic.
Based on the great
success of the Mental Health
Day held this year, Quiles
said that the district will be

(continued on page 6)
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INTRUSIVE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

agreeing with the video cam-
eras. 0ONew
at the high school will help

they are on schoolssued de-

ed not to implement the soft-

ware in his classroom.

j uni &vhen Sagtidated y a
small icon pops up in the cor-
ner of a
book. That is the only indica-
tion from the school that this
new measure has been imple-
mented, which comes across
to some high schoolers as a

make the high school a safer
pl ace, 0o said
Ferguson. Emily Walsh, a
junior, agreed, seeing them
as helpful against threats in
an age of increased school
shootings and school dan-
gers.

Brown added that
security cameras are not too
different from the reality of
an increasingly technologi-
cally innovative and surveil-
lant world. 6 St udeni
teachers canbod
plete privacy in the hallways

t he s ame way
expect privacy walking
through a st
OHave you ev ¢

many surveillance cameras
are in an average grocery
store?6

However, student
reactions to the addition of
GoGuardian are less enthusi-
astic and more complicated,
their problems with it found-
ed on the basis of its usage.
While cameras offer surveil-
lance in terms of safety,
GoGuardian offers monitor-
ing, something, which unlike
cameras, is not a practice
found elsewhere in life after
high school.

GoGuardian, a
technology released in 2014,
is mostly used as an anti
cheating measure, offered to
teachers as an optional tool
of monitoring students' digi-
tal traffic. Teachers can use
it to detect cheating during
online tests and to see if

breach of privacy. Particularly
troublesome is the lack of com-
munication between admin-
istration and students, with
students like Ferguson wonder-
ing why there were no emails
or news shared on this latest
installment and why students
like her had to learn about it
through its usage in class.
Entering high school,
students are told these four
years are crucial for college
and career readiness, some-
thing constantly filling the
minds of those figuring out
plans for the future. With many
students being asked now and
at graduation to make their
students are on the correct own life choices and decisions,
tab or area during assign- and to move to a different sort
ments on their school com- of independence and sel
puters and help navigate reliability than they currently
some of the technological have or do, each step and tool

frustration of learning on is pivotal in what that readi-
computers. ness is. Ferguson pointed out
0The GoGuahdit anGoGuardi

message, in my opinion, is
that school personnel have
the right (if they choose to
exercise it) to know what
students are looking at when

ministered to high school stu-
dents contradicts the idea of
freedom and taking on more
responsibilities for high school-
ers as they prepare for col-

anas

|l ege. 0

securcéey, amards Br own, Thish daladce c lbed -

tween allowing enough free-
dom to prepare for adulthood
and fostering a digital environ-
ment to improve life skills, as

st ud esenidl sSara@ hWwatlanee said,

creates a situation that high
school principal Mr. Quiles
summari zed as

when applied to a high school
setting.

While GoGuardian
has been used on the middle
school level as an optional
measure taken by many teach-
ers, at the high school this
paradox is seemingly of a
greater magnitude, taking
away the digital opportunity to
selfmanage. 6 Gi ven
that students at home have
access to more materials
[such as notes not on screen]
thaninper son
Ferguson, oi t
GoGuardian] can potentially
level the playing field on tests
for students. 0

The possible usage
of GoGuardian in high school
is causing mixed reactions in
student s. ol
totally agree with the basic
principle of wanting to keep
everyone safe
sai d Wal | ace,
GoGuardian can be interpreted
@me ii mgr a aide n

olt feels

sion of privacy especially since
s ¢ hdoes?l Will the studengsgeét -

we are high
oed junior Sonja Kaye. The
surveillance aspect of this

st ud eadft®mniunicatian do

endeavor had Kaye and Wal-
lace agreeing that such a
move feels like a breach of
trust.

However, a move
towards virtual monitoring is
not being adapted by all
teachers. Some, like Brown,
say it does not fit their teach-

oinmnogt ssiymel e @ |

instructional time to present
information and to solicit
feedback from my s
Brown added. 6 Per sonal | y,
dondt know how | |
surveillance of a

device into my | ess:s

Which brings up the
changing classroom, some-
thing that has been dis-
cussed several times during
the COVIEL9 pandemic.

After going from a
school setting to athome
asynchronous learning, edu-
cators, administration and
governmental organizations
have pondered what the
classroom will look like when
itds safe to

off, resume close handsn
activities and return to a now
unfamiliar onor mal ¢

GoGuardian is a bit
of a eeddogeldl eswor d,
Quiles said when asked
about the matter. The pro-

choo:

take

t hgeam briangs tup questions on

security, privacy, and trust,
but the biggest hit to the
students seem to be the lack
the
populaton oo stlee matér.

Ferguson said that GoGuardi-
an oreflects

students that perhaps needs
to be monitored in this age of
virtual l earni
OBut the fact

beha

ng. 6
t hat

u naddeparsntsaare dnot alemtet

to this and it is not an option-
al thing will cause some
abactlashf ob students dnd/6r
parents &agminsmethe
school /staff.é

of priWhaay .wi | | t he

| ank emad nfullyi mexplaining

GoGuardian and what it

(continued on page 5)
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EXAMINING THE NUMBERS AT AVERILL PARK
REVIEWING COVID-19 CASES OVER THE PAST YEAR

by Carly Antolick

The 2020-2021
school year has certainly
been one to remember. It
was the first year with
masks, hand sanitizer, and
social distancing, and the
year with the most promi-
nent technology issues. The
COVIEL9 pandemic has
affected each and every
member of the school com-
munity. This is especially
true for students, who had to
choose between learning in
a hybrid or virtual manner.

This year, the Aver-
il Park School community
had 149 positive cases of
the coronavirus according to
the emails sent out by the
district. Out of these 149
cases, 36 were staff mem-
bers, 52 were hybrid stu-
dents, and 61 were fully
virtual students. Out of the
113 positive cases in stu-
dents, 54% of those stu-
dents were fully virtual.

Most of the cases
came from students who
were not actually on the
school 6s

could raise the question of
whether students were abus-
ing their privilege of being

fully virtual. Most students
who chose to learn online this
year did so because they had

c a mp immunocompromised.

a family member who was an
essential worker, or because
they or a family member were
The

fact that 61 of these positive
cases come from fully virtual
students is especially discon-
certing when this is taken
into account. It also makes
one wonder if some online

student s
go into school, or if they were
just more prone to contracting
COVID.

If students were
legitimately concerned about
the health of themselves or a
family member, they likely
would have taken every pre-
caution to assure their safety
from the virus. What does it
say about our school commu-
nity that 41% of the overall
coronavirus cases we saw this
year were from these fully
virtual students?

The COVIAY9 pan-
demic is a scary thing, and it
has affected everyone. All we
can do now is continue to
follow government and CDC
guidelines, continue to wear
masks, and to sign up for a
vaccine appointment.

The coronavirus hit
the Averill Park school com-
munity especially hard this
year, but if we all do our part,
we can hope for a safe return
to normalcy next school year.

simply

INTRUSIVE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4)

an expl anat i onf?an

Walsh.

ol t hink
able to be used if teachers
tell us beforehand, but only
during tests or other assess-
ments, 6 said

when we are doing our class-

work we shouldn't need to be
monitored, since we are
learning and preparing for
l'ife outside

Ferguson said that the use of

GoGuardian i s

addition. If the purpose of

GoGuardian is to monitor
student sd
improve technology, and

filter searches on the Inter-
net, I donot
to the school community with

the use of it
Walsh countered
wi t h, ol am

Chrdameboodok :a,s

afk &d Guar
ing it unnecessary for high

i t sScheolers,eands\Waltace over-

all described her feelings as
omi xed, 6
Quiles stated that

K a at ¢he erl bok dumey Averill

Park students, faculty, par-
ents, and community will be
asked about the topic and
future services, but the over-

o fall Hutugeh of sGoGuamlian.

looks unclear. Due to so
many arncertainties; he esaid
future planning means cur-
rently

have to incorporate the im-
pact of vaccinations and

s ewhat anevh guidanceh eouldn pandemic

dictate, among other things.
According to

Quiles, GoGuardian was

p e rosgmallya brought to adimin-a even more. 0 On c e

oprepariohas no
decinext

d istration by teachers and the

costly program was initially
purchased in reaction to the
combination of hybrid and
remote learning. When the
high school faculty was
polled, Quiles stated the gen-
eral teacher population had
mixed feelings on the matter,
a broad spectrum much like
student thoughts and opin-

6 ions. But an application pur-

chased in the face of COVID
and remote learning is some-
thing that thus far Quiles,

By the time school
begins to return to pre
conditions, the
GoGuardian issue may even
be null with classroom prefer-
ences ruling out the option

year . 6 ul

is back in the classroom, |
woul dndt
to spend much time on a
Chromebook
Brown. 0 We wi ||
books, workbooks, and pack-
ets as the basis of instruc-
tion. o6

Whatever capacity
this program continues in is
thus far dependent on faculty
and administrative feedback
at the end of June, the de-
mand of it by teachers, stu-
dent reactions and thoughts,

c ommi 1 mand what hext yearuwil @ntail.
| Whatever the case, GoGuardi-

an remains a controversial
subject, a simple web applica-
tion which brings up concerns
on studentschool interactions
and relationships, as much as
individual and student rights.

everybody

expect

di

my

anyway,
use
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STATE OFFERING LIMITED REGENTS TESTS
ONLY FOUR SUBJECTS AVAILABLE , AND ALL ARE OPTIONAL

by Sam Hart

Like many other
things that have been af-
fected by the coronavirus
pandemic, the Regents
exams are no exception.
This year the tests will be
much different compared to
previous years. Unlike the
2019-20 school year, there
are still some exams taking
place, however not all are

are still being offered are y
the Living Environment, |
Earth Science, Algebra I,
and English. Another aspect
of this yeard
dissimilar to previous years
is they are optional. Even if
students choose to take the
exam, they can choose to

on their transcript, just as if
they
in the first place.

Due to this fact,
some students saw no
downside to taking the test.
Cavan Hicks, a freshman
who chose to take the Liv-
ing Environment Regents,
sai d, OHonest
that I di dnot
not to take it, and | figured
that since the score is op-
tional, if | get a good score,
it might help me get into
college, and if | get a bad
score, it could just not be
shown. o
cided to take the Regents
thought that

sibly be detrimental to

occurring. The exams that by
.

A

have the grade not appear&

i to nceo url odonnd. t

them, so there was no risk
involved.

However, other
student s di
way. In fact, assistant princi-
pal Mrs Leach, who was put
in charge of

gents, revealed that only 17
students are taking the Eng-
lish exam, 39 are taking the

hadndt the

Living Environment exam, 20
are taking the Algebra | ex-
am, and 18 are taking the
Earth Science exam out of
the about 200 students en-
rolled in each class. The

| yremaining stuaents fhaught

streatethere mvgs no @pside don
taking the Regents exam.
Kevin Cooper, a
freshman who chose not to
take the Living Environment
Regent s,

thing, itods

St ud e n tpandemith o wae -worried

about having so many kids in

wor k wi t h no

dents in this category prioritize
safety or simply see no benefit
to taking the t

d n 6 want to lho extka warkhfor 10

added bonus.
While many students
t rhay baveysteoagr opisionsRore-
way or another, teachers seem
to understand the drawbacks
and advantages of both op-

tions. For example, Ms. Free-
man, who teaches Geometry, a
class that normally has a Re-
gents but was cancelled this

year , sai d, o0 Of
out so late in the year made it

so we still had to teach at the
pace required to complete the
curriculum by a specific dead-
line. Had | known earlier- |
would have taken advantage

of the change and tried to be

st at e ohqre créative with lessans and
s adught ideas \&ti dedper rmohee

meaningf ul l evel
Freeman is also wor-

Algebra | or Geometry Re-
gents will be ready to take
the Regentsa reqireddad thed
end of their junior year,
though she also said having
no Regents in her class al-
lows everyone to calm down
and may be more fair be-
cause it is harder to learn
virtually.

Biology teacher Ms.
Boul ay said,
student s, and
important for them to know
how much information they
have been able to under-
stand, and assimilate into
their
helps students know what
information they have re-
tained from the course.
However, Boulay also thinks
that it may put too much
pressure on teachers, and
that students may think they
did badly in the class if they
score badly on the exam,
even though it could be due
to the unique challenges this
year.

The Regents al-
fndstcseean| completely ialierd
this year, and there are in-
deed many freshmen and
sophomores who have not
yet taken a Regents exam,
and many more who still will
have not after the end of this
year s testi
things this
perfect solution, but whether
@& .ndt a student takes the
Regents, there are positive

Apl osso-,riedi abdus whethes her esty-t r and negative facets.
bdeennetfsi,t . wh oSthuavenot

taken the

t

ol

ng.
year

REOPENING (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3)

focusing on mental health,
as well as social and emo-
tional learning programs in
the upcoming school year.
This will be even more im-
portant since most students
will need to be re

acclimated to the full seven

hour school day.

The school district
has already posted two new
positions to manage and
supervise specific social and
emotional learning topics, as
evidence of this dedication.

Quiles would like
families to know that the
district as a whole, and each

school within the district, has
planned over ten different
reopening plans. Quiles has
been very busy building config-
urations for many scenarios,
which include three foot spac-
ing, six foot spacing, everyone
back, some students back,
and some students virtual.

Now it's just a wait-
ing game to see which plan
will happen, and regardless
of the plan, there will be
more students and more
time in school, which will be
a reason to celebrate for
administrators, teachers,
and students alike.

reality. o

ng

T

Ju
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THE JUNIOR PROM IS...DELAYED!

POPULAR EVENT WILL BE HELD, BUT MOVED TO THIS COMING FALL

by Dani Lapier Averill Park School District  2021. It will take place at the
made the decision to resched-  Albany Marriott from 610 pm.
Over this past ule it. The school Prom

school year, many sacrific:
es have been made for the
sake of safety due to the
COVIEL9 pandemic, and
social events were no ex
ception. These effects were
felt by every class; howev
er, one of the most disap-
pointing losses was the
Junior Prom.

Prom is a rite of
passage for high schoolers
a night full of memories.
Averill Par k
nally scheduled for May 8,
was canceled. It would
have been a joint prom,
with both the junior and
senior class, whose prom
had also been canceled
last year due to the pan-
demic. But, due to safety
concerns and social dis-
tancing restrictions, the

The date for the
Junior Prom has now been
changed to September 25,

Committee is currently in the
process of planning and pick-
ing a theme for the dance.

The prom will be for the
class of 2022 alone, as the
current senior class will
have graduated. As of now,
masks will be required per
guidelines requiring masks
at schools and school
events, regardless of vac-
cinations. It is unknown
currently whether attendees
will need to be COVID tested
before the dance, but as the
date gets closer, the school
district will know more about
how the dance will run.
Hopefully, by the
time September rolls
around, life will be returning
to normal and our juniors
will be able to have their
Junior Prom, in all its glory. If
any juniors wish to join the
2022 Prom Committee to
help plan the memorable
night, please contact Mrs.
Yost by email
(yostj@apcsd.org) or see her

MORNING ATHLETIC TESTING PROCEDURES

CLOSE MONITORING ALLOWS ATHLETES TO PLAY

by Elizabeth Aiossa

This time last
year everything had been =
cancelled, including athlet-
ics. This year, to ensure
that athletes get a chance
at their season, many safe- |
ty precautions were put in
place. One of these proce-
dures was weekly COVID
testing for winter and the
second fall season sports. %

Once a week, all &
athletes on Averill Park
athletic teams were tested

in the morning before = =N

school, and in roughly 20 news, 6 stated Cpracicélatd tha dap n
minutes students knew if meaning if a studemtThei dwhdotl e
they were going to have get a call from the Averill was easy and made us feel
practice that night or not. Park School District, then safe about who we were wres-

ONOo news i ®vergooe would proceed to tling,é6 said

sophomor e

Brunelle, a member of the
wrestling team.

Averill  Park ath-
letes wanted their season to
happen. If this was the way
they were going to be able to
play, then they were willing
to get tested. The Auverill
Park school nurses and
athletic staff also greatly
contributed, making the
entire process of helping our
athletes play safely possi-
ble.

Even though this
springds spor
exactly like they normally do,
everyone was glad to have
pome &iedsof a season this
year after waiting anxiously
for good news.

Col i

n

t
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HELP IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER
TECHNOLOGY HELP DESK PROVIDES INVALUABLE SERVICE

by Tyler Michaels

As society has
grown more dependent on
technology, the responsibil-
ity to reflect this change fell
upon the school district.
Averill Park has seen many
changes in the past few
years that have shifted us
to a more technology
based education, including
giving all students schoal
issued Chromebooks. With
this influx of devices came
a drastic increase in the
number of technological
issues and repairs that
were needed around the
district.

The Averill Park
Support  Suite was

Peer

formed two years ago tgZ

help take the pressure off
the technology departmen

——

will be burdened with tasks,
staff will often have time to
relax.

While the staff
enjoy the relaxed yet working
environment, Mrs. Sector,
who supervises
the students at
the Help Desk,
loves to help
others and aid
the district with

their technologygs
problems ;|

0 My
favorite
about the Help
Desk is

by providing services fixinc =

broken Chromebooks an(E

helping staff whenever an 1'?-;

issue arose.

The APPS Suite
(also known as the Help
Desk) is run like a busi
ness, and students there

are considered the staff offs

the company. This uniqug
environment allows staff
members to work largel
independently, whether it i
helping a teacher, fixing a
Chromebook, or going td
the technology department
to pick up materials for
repairs. After this work,
students will often have
time to experiment with the
technology around the
school which includes
drones, Sphero robots, and
coding.

0 My
is that this is a relaxed
cl ass wi t h |
commented senior staff
member Jason Strickland,
who has been with the Help
Desk since its creation.
Strickland noted that the
workload can fluctuate,
and while some days you

favori

ple, o s a
who has run the
Help Desk since its
formati on
with their technolo-|
gy issues and withg
the staff helping
them learn how t

solve  problems*®
and repair comput-
ers. o

many different
kinds of issues; however, the
most common is repairing
basic damage on student
computers, including replac-
ing screens or batteries.

0Student s
for help if
charging, and we have found

wwel chn da a ketter job edu-
t h ecating the stwvdénts ®n howstm 0 t
troubleshoot common prob-
multiple different strategies lems, such as updating the
for dealing with these is- computer and keeping them
sues, 0 comment eecharSged,ck-sai d
Since its inception,
== the Help Desk has adapted to
- the technology issues facing
the district, and as staff mem-
B\ bers become more experi-
| enced, they are able to take
~ on more complicated tasks.
0 We started
very simple repairs and now
™ we are becoming capable of
| more and more complex re-
| pairs, and that is exciting
too, 6 said Sector.
it has become easier, | start-
Il and. O0That bei edleasnmg dght alonghvdtlv e
seen countless different anyone else. | feel that | have
issues, each with their own grown more comfortable as
challenges and obstacles. time goes on and | am able to
Each job is unique and can share it more
be wused to grow your As the Help Desk
knowl edge of t h eevalopsy thareease. penty of
Seeing this, Strick- opportunities for it to change
land noted that one way the into something else entirely.
Help Desk can improve is in Looking at the future, Strick-
raising awareness of the land hopes for it to become
services they offer. More compl etely student
students have begun to right now the most experi-
come for help, but there are enced staff members have
still complaints about dam- had about two years of experi-
aged Chromebooks that the ence. | think it would be really
Help Desk can easily fix. cool if in a couple of years
Instead of bringing those who have returned to
students to the Help Desk, the class get to choose the
. direction that the class goes
~ in and can reflect on what
- skills helped them the most or
what was the most
Sector also noted
that as staff members be-
come more fluent in their
tasks, there are many options
_ for the Help Desk to grow
further.

Sec

easi

In the past two
years, the APPS Suite has
grown to help many students
and staff. With roughly 3,000
devices throughout the dis-

Sector offers a different ap-
proach. She believes it
would be best to teach stu-
dents how to deal with these
i ssues

themsel ves. ol

trict it is sure to become more
popular as people
acknowledge the help it can
provide.

t hi nk
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RUMINATIONS ON O FTTING INO

by Bella Bernstein way; if | never went through | also think a lot
this | would not possess the about, oWhat

same strongwilled personality brainwashed at such a young
that | currently hold. | have age that to be normal | had to
be I ike everyadg

it because | live in a small

As | was growing
up, | always pondered the
thought 0OAmMm |
would wake up every day and

learned to advocate for my-
self and do what | want to do,

put on clothes from the same
stores as everyone else
Back then, this meant Jus
tice, The Ch
and Forever 21. | would the
walk downstairs and eat g
onor mal Amer i
consisting of a bowl of cereal
As | left to go to school
would put on my white Adid
as shoes that had the 3
black stripes on the side.
felt that | needed to fit in so
badly that | spent my own 8
dollars the weekend before

town? Was it because of
the television shows |
watched? | remember
vaguely in popular televi-
sion shows there would be
a new girl in school and
someone would walk
around pointing out all the
weird kids and tell the audi-
ence whatds

them. They also turned the
popular kids into the stupid
kids who liked to party, and
the weird, smart kids into
those in the band. About

twenty minutes ago as | sat

on a plane back to New

York, | was furiously flipping
wtke pages ltoythe mpveblarmal

Peopleby Sally Rooney. Then

buying them.

As | look back now,
| do not regret the way | act-
ed; however | do regret buy-
ing those shoes. They are
just so ugly. | don't resent my
third grade self for acting this

not what everyone else does.

That 6s because
as a character through the
actions we have taken in the

past. (continued on page 13)

The Averill Park Chronicle
and its staff are protected by,
and bound to, the principles of
the First Amendment and other
protections and limitations
afforded by the Constitution
and the various court decisions
implementing those principles.

While The Averill Park Chron-
icle does accept outside article
submissions, each submitted
piece must be reviewed by the
newspaper advisor and club

editors. The Averill Park Chron-
icle will also accept signed
letters to the editor and guest
editorials.

Photos are used by permis-
sion, or are fair use from the
internet. All are expressly for
educational purposes.

The content of The Averill
Park Chroniclerepresents the
views of the students and edi-
tors and not school officials.

Editors:
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Julie Hale (Profiles)

Emma Hanlon (Features)

Dani Lapier (News)

Tyler Michaels (Editorials)
Owen Perala (Features)

Sarah Wallace (Sports/Reviews)

Advisor Mr. Strich

WHAT IS THAT SOUND...?

by Julie Hale

and forth from fully virtual
to hybrid throughout the
year, and a few have stayed

ering youdre

doing schoolwork while your
family is in the next room.
But family time is wonderful,
right?2! 11
every so often, but not daily.
However, t o
advocate, it can be uplifting
to socialize after being dis-
tanced for so long-- even
though it might be loud and

Noises can either
mean everything or abso-
lutely nothing. If an alarm
goes off, or a child cries
you immediately know
something is wrong. Howe\
er, the smaller and less
noticeable noises are those
that tend to be missed th

most. No one would mis¢ agonizing.

waking up to I 81l go out
sureé but ev and say that you miss the
that bell at the end of the deadly silencefi those weird
day, right? awkward breaks in classes

Now how about
the little things we miss
during the day? Many stu-
dents have been going back

where there's nothing hap-
pening. We thought nothing
of them before, but now
those moments are filled

virtual the whole vyear.
That's pretty rough consid-

é Ok ay

pl a

hwmeh 2640h7 ,no!
whil e

crash?é
the class doesn't notice.
Of course, when it's just
the apaogite eof fhis & t
people could be laughing

a bit of comfort and inclu-
siveness to those practi-
cally isolated at home.

Perhaps you
think silence is overrated
arw n actaallyl enjpyp the
loud noise of a classroom.
Well, in that case, you
must miss the drama and
gossip; that's revered as
well, right?

(continued on page 16)

snd yeling i idoarv bringd s
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MAY CONCERT DELIGHTS AND ENTERTAINS

BAND, ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR PRESENT LIVE MusIC, WITH 0 ©NDITIONS 0

by Caroline Nero

The Averill Park High
School Music Department
was thrilled to hold a concert
on May 27. Band, Orchestra,
Jazz and Choir
students  wereggs
able to perform
a night full of
music on the
football field.

the event was#
held
night,
cert was better
interpreted  as)
five mini-
concerts, ratherpg
than a full one.B
Each ensemb|cuSmESrrc 2L,
had their own performance
time with their own audience,
and students were not al-
lowed to stay after their per-
formance to watch the other
ensembles. Averill Park musi-
cians were excited for this
opportunity, especially the
Choir students, who were not
able to perform in March.

This concert was
very similar to that one held in
March, yet there were differ-
ences that set this apart. The
concert in March included
only Band, Jazz
Band and Orchesfi
tra, while this con
cert included
Choir as well,
was on the footballEes
field rather than infg
the parking lot. All
the ensembles had:
more pieces pre-
pared than in

ensembles sounded great,
and it was wonderful to be
able to hear the many stu-
dents in the Music Depart-
ment
showcased many

perform. The Choir
talented

soloists, and had a variety of
voices that blended together
very well. The Orchestra had
beautiful pieces performed by
the string musicians, and was

pleasing to listen to. Lovel
voices all came together to
create angelic music during
the performance from the
Treble Choir. The Band pre
sented a wide range of piec
es, with instruments mixing
together to generate a cohe-=
sive sound. And skilled solo-
ists were able to show off

ing vibrant music to the audi-
ence. Overall, the concert
was a wonderful experience
for both the audience and
performers, and the numer-
ous musicians were able to

produce delightful music.
As for safety precau-
tions, this concert was run

guidelines ap-
the Rensselaer
County De-
§ partment of

with  strict
proved by

Health and
8 the school.
4 Performers
were 12 feet
apart at all

J times,  ex-
cept for
string and

~“& percussion

March, making this students,
concert an even : : who were 6

more exciting event.
The
work certainly paid off. All the

st udenttheir talent during the Jazz

Band performance, present-

feet apart.
Performers could remove
their masks while performing,

but only when they were at
their assigned spot on the
football field; audience
members had to remain
masked at all times and
were seated as families.
Both tempera-
ture  checks
and a health
screening form
were required
to ensure this
= concert ran as
— safely as possi-

ble.
i Lead-
ing up to the
previous con-
@ cert in March,

and off be-
tween hybrid and fully
remote learning. Since Aver-
ill Park is now hybrid, the
ensembles were able to
rehearse more and prepare
more pieces.

Mrs. Christy and
Mr. Blostein, along with
members of the Averill Park
High School Music Depart-

| ment, were ecstatic to be

able to perform. Due to the

! pandemic, the May concert

unfortunately was not held
last year, so it was thrilling
for the students to finally be
able to perform a May con-

cert. As stated by Blostein
prior to the
to perfor m!

exciting!o

This was the last
concert for the seniors, so it
was also a way to say fare-
well to them and celebrate
their musical successes
over the past four years.

Both students and
teachers had a huge a

(continued on page 14)
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SENIORS HOST 2021 MR. AP EXTRAVAGANZA

AUGUST JOHNSON TAKES THIS YEARG CROWN

by Katie Armlin

The show must go
on! A classic phrase and one
very characteristic of the
process that finally brought
the cast of Mr. AP on stage
this past April. After months
of rehearsals and consider-
ing many different perfor-
mance options, this annual
senior class fundraiser took
place on an outdoor stage
on the football field.

were new to performing,
several of them described

R —

a large gathering outside of

school during a winter of COVID

Luckily, all of that
flexibility and hard work paid
off at the April 24 outdoor
performance. This event cre-
ated a very special experience
for the senior class, since this
has been the only event they
have been allowed to have as
a full class.

Since the class is
split into two different cohort
days, for some this may have
been the first time they saw
some of their classmates in

The show was this as a very new and fun  -19. person this year. Senior and
attended by an inperson experience. Contestant Joey _ HOW(_?VGY,. there was audience member Maddy
audience consisting of  Richter, who played an elec- still one major issue. Since Murray expressed how happy

members of the senior class
along with parents of the
performers. In addition to
this, there was a live stream

tric guitar solo for his talent,
told us, oMy f
the show was performing my
talent on stage. | had never

productions like these usually

require an audience which was-f
wi t

not fitting

she was that the school was
able to put on this event for

$it utdheen tesgr [0yT hsep rbiens

getting to see my friends who

for anyone else who wanted  performed in front of any- I havendt seen in

to watch. Overall, this night  one, much less a stage with o A tot he showos

filed with talent, dances, professional audio and it ing it was time to announce

formal wear, and a bit of was so much f the winner of the 2021 Mr. AP

friendly competition was a As usual, this fund- | competition i August John-

great success. raiser also contained a vol- | ) son. Johnson told
As usual, this pag-  unteer aspect, where mem- | o honored to have been chosen

eantlike competition for the bers of the cast went out to 1= 4 to be Mr. AP, and

title of OMr. support our community by == wear the mantle! | would like

many fun acts and perfor- taking part in community COVIEL9 guidelines, the group to say however that all the

mances, with a few changes  service. This year, the cast had to get creative with ideas contestants worked hard to

to fit COVID restrictions. For made fleece blankets for the ~ on how to present the show, puton the show and would be

instance, the contestants, Ronald McDonald house. and had to remain flexible with equal |y deserving

Ethan Basos, Alex Heap, each step they took in creating Johnson also expressed that,

August Johnson, Dom Mar- the performance. 0Addi tionally, | 6d

rochello, Carter Maxon, Hen-
ry Powers, Joey Richter and
Aidan Willsie, were judged

6N
| show was going to be seen,

ORi ght

ng we didnot

f r o mtotoger up the goimpetition to

bd mongendened. vidopefuilye |
can make that possible for

on their costumes worn whether inperson or online; we f ut ure shows. 6
during spirit week, dance |had no idea, 6 expl aiThise djeas t posk@ n t
moves, sports wear, talents, [ | director and escort Erin Pender- many challenges to this
and formal wear. In addition, lgast . 0 We wer esclooHvide ntedityon. h & p -

this year's performance
included a careerwear sec-
tion and a video of the con-
testants and escorts pre-
senting roses to their family
members in their formal
wear, instead of walking out
into the audience.

Since many of the
contestants and escorts

This was a great creative
activity, as it allowed the
show to support our commu-
nity without the cast having

. the day of.

py to be able to put a show on
inper son, but
that stage to practice on until
Even though we
practiced in the auditorium and
it was similar, | still give so
much credit to the contestants
and escorts for making it look
so good for never being on that
stage. 0

helped the project grow and

w echanhé dondiebte & alightly

different, but fun and exciting,
event for students, teachers,
and parents alike. | think we
can all agree that we look
forward to seeing how this
tradition continues to change
and grow with coming years
and new senior classes.
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AN OBP FIRST:. RoBIN Hoop OUTDOORS

by Mara Little

The coronavirus has
made this past year a chal-
lenging one for us all. New
methods of teaching were
introduced, sports were lim-
ited, and social interaction
was few and far between.
Gatherings and clubs wer
pushed into a virtual atmos-
phere, including the aspects
of performance and theater.

For the duration that
COVID has been present i
our area, the Averill Park Hig
School 6s Thea
Broadway Players (OBP), wa
forced to hold all their shows
online. The fall production
was done in a moviestyle §
fashion, as was the Cabaret

singadong held in February. ZFS
The usual student directed g

one acts performed each
December and January were
not held at all. Due to the
looming, deadly virus, live
audiences and crowds of any
kind were thought to be a
thing of the past.

However, as re-
strictions begin to loosen up
and more and more people
were getting vaccinated, the
Averill Park Off Broadway
Players were finally able to
hold their Spring Production
in front of a live audience, on
May 14 and 15, for the first
time in over a year.

Thi s year 6
show wasThe Trials of Robin
Hood a play debating the
character of Robin Hood him-
self; is he a lusty hero, hope-
less lover, or evil criminal?

The story was told
from three different perspec-
tives, one from Robin Hood,
played by junior Wolfy Balga,
another from Maid Marian,
played by junior Julia Skiba,

and the last from Prince John,
played by senior Emma Par-
ker. The show had three dif-
ferent endings, leaving it up
to the audience to decide

which telling of Robin Hood is
the truth.
The
ence participation needed for
the show was a perfect fit,
since both cast and crowd
were excited just to be able to

level of audi-

hold an
mance.

While the play was a
live event, it looked much
different then it has in years
past. For starters, this is the
first time that an Averill Park
school production has taken
place outside. The play was
held in the Averill Park High
School junior parking lot, near
the greenhouse. The show
was done outside following
COVID and social distancing
guidelines.

Much of the cast
and crew said that, while it is
not traditional, an outside
production was definitely a
fun
thing | would miss is probably

in person perfor-

experience

getting to do a show outside!
I think
to do a
Consula, a senior on crew.
0ltds not
shows that go on in the
auditorium have a lot less
sound issues and weather
issues, but it was a super
cool
Erin Shultz, a junior
and cast member, agreed,
stating,
style OBP is not ideal, |
thought it was really fun to
perform outside in the
fresh air. We were lucky
and had really nice weath-
er all weekend, so | defi-
nitely think they should
4 consider doing more out-
iside shows. o
Although the show
experience was enjoyable

W= for many to do outdoors, it

also brought up a significant
amount of complications that
cast and crew members alike
never before had to face. For
example, Sonja Kaye, a jun-

t hat 6s
show, 6S hsoawsg,
wind which led to feedback

very

ior on crew, said that during

Bothc Fehearsa @rdl thg a y
BEnihieyr e was

ip heargias.iThegveathgrgant h e
really mess with tech and

audio and the open air

makes the acoustics nonex-
istent. 6 Kaye al s

exper i en clecagse a real stage could

not be used this year, crew
and cast ohad t o

o Al t HNeVakjenset that \could be

used outdoors in order to
reduce risks of COVID
spreading. 6
ol t was a |

prep for the show than actu-
ally being involved during the
actual perfor
senior Emily
did a lot of setting up the
actual stage which we obvi-
ously never would do in a
normal year and painting the
set pieces. Painting is
i something we always do,
© but we never have to
paint the actual stage or
posts to hold the struc-
ture up so it was a de-
cent amount

Skiba brought up
‘the point that 0
- definitely our biggest
issue. We were so fortu-
nate to have had two
- perfect days for the
show. There were a few
rainy rehearsals, but we
ust wor ked
With the show being out-
side, and using a make-
shift stage and scenery,
Skiba said there was no
backstage area for the
cast members to change
costumes or get props.
Therefore, owe
tice staying in character even
when we were not on the

ot

manc
Cons

of wi

ar ol

ha

(continued on page 13)
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ROBIN HOOD (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13)
stage. 0 Even with thesenew s how as OBPO&s play mdltiple rales ¢upt sso
Costume manager challenges, everyone who was toward normalcy. each character was por-
and cast member Emily Wal- a part of The Trials of Robin ol was trayed. It was so much
shés solution t Hood said that overall theyw a happy with the amount of work, but it was so worth it
having cast members wear ) people that to finally bring some nor-
upwards of four layers of | 7 o § showed interest malcy back into the school
clothing, so they could easily { A | in wanting to see and club. o
switch costumes in a time i 5 | our show. For all Skiba summed up
efficient manner. In addition, { of the cast, crew, the spring production, and
crew members set up prop || advisors, etc. it OBP as well, by saying,
bins on either side of the \ &y meant so much 0This show was suc
stage for the actors to get any @ 8 to us and really lenge to everyone involved
necessary materials for their Bl made us realize and | am so proud of how it
next scene. what an impact turned out. The fact that
Chairs were also we have on the we were allowed to have a
placed on both sides of the . community and show in person was amaz-
stage for the actors to sit in that this is ing i we coul dnot h
while they awaited their next something peo- done it without our teachers
oon staged6 mome ple really enjoy and amazing audiences. |
even i f t hey w werejusthappyto be backoh yseei ng, 6 said Sum sd eéxdted to ged Batke
on stage, the actors could not  stage, no matter the circum-  entire cast and everyone in-  on the stage next year. We
break character until the stances of the performance. volved put so much workinto wi |l |l see you ¢t hen!
show was over. Many described the spring this show; a lot of us had to
RUMINATIONS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9)
this thought hit my mind, Every time you try to  in their own groups, while to  do, you will never be appreci-
clicking as fast as you puton  fit in you are throwing your the rest of us they are weird, ated or accepted by every-
your seatbelt when you are true personality in a locked boring lowlifes that care one. Soon enough, high
late: There are three types box and putting on customs. about high school popularity. school will be done, we will
of people in life: the ones  You are only going to hurt That's where my regret be off to college and there
who believe they need to be  yourself. comes in, and that is where will be more cliques there,
normal, those who think they Who even gets to all the dots connect. Growing normal within but odd to
are too cool to be normal, deci de what &ds rup,!watched all these shows & spectators. Stop trying to be
and lastly the outsiders who like one person has all that where everyone wanted to be normal to fit in and you will
are just themselves. power to say 0 Ythepopulargirl orguy, and atu find true friends without even
The first group are  with that shirt on, it's not nor-  such a young age | was brain- having to try. | made so many
usually followers who can't mal . 6 | n t he s washed to believe | neededs new friends this year and |
think for themselves, and there are cliques of all differ- to be in that group. had no intention for it to hap-
have a lot of social anxiety. ent people: you have the Why did | try so pen. | started taking the hon-
The people who see them- sporty dudes, the nerds, the hard to be normal when | will  ors classes | wanted and
selves as cooler than normal  math kids, the goth kids, the  never be normal? At best | began succeeding. | felt nor-
often possess an inflated gi rl s t hat t hi nwill just be normal to one mal in my own way with my
ego that is extremely notice- for school, and then you have clique and boring to the rest.  own people.
able. The last group just the rest of us, whose anxiety Instead of trying to fit in so Do what you want,
notices everything about is eating us alive. We just try badly, wear the clothes you do not live in the footprints of
how everyone tries so hard to get in and out of school as  want, take the electives you others; you will not get any-
to fit in. They are superior;  quickly as possible. want, post whatever you want where and end a pile of re-
they understand that fitting But what | noticed to on Instagram. Stop wait- gret. WE ALL DIE AT THE ENC
in is just wasting time and  about these cliques is that ing for approval by society. ANO MATTER HOW o0CC
hurting yourself. they believe they are normal No matter what you YOU WERE.
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A CONVENIENT PLACE FOR COFFEE

by Simone SchwarzEise

Gipfel Coffee House,
located across from Averill
Park High School, is a must
when you're in need of a deli-
cious pickme-up. The owner,
Christine Kehn, sells a variety
of drinks from iced lattes to
delicious blood orange hibis-
cus teas.

Gipfel first started
as a wholesale roasting com-
pany. Kehn used to work at a
local coffee shop in Averill

Park called Liquid Assets Cof- 8

fee, where she fell in love with
coffee. She moved to Califor-
nia after college, but in the

opening her own coffee shop.

While the shop has
been very busy, Kehn still
finds time to roast every
weekend. Even though her

back of her head she always |

wanted to learn how to roast
coffee and always had a pas-
sion for it. When she moved
back home to Averill Park, she
spoke with her former boss
from Liquid Assets and said
she wanted to learn how to
roast. Ever since then Kehn
has been roasting o
top of Taborton Moun
tain, otherwise know
as the Gipfel (summi
in German) of Tabo
ton, hence the coffee
shop's name.

Opening
Gipfel was a somewha
spontaneous idea. O
her commute to work
everyday, Kehn would
drive by the hig
school. When she
noticed that a particular build-
ing was no longer occupied,
she hopped onto the idea of

business has only been open
for a few months, Gipfel has

already gained regular cus-

tomers who come in every day
for their usual cup of coffee.
Currently, Gipfel has

| the

- bought
B from Gipfel many

a spring menu of drinks
which come either hot or
cold. Some of their most
popular include a Lavender
Latte, Raspberry Mocha Lat-

te, and a Blood Orange Hibis-
cus tea. Addition-

ally, they even
make their own |
breakfast pas-

tries, which make
the place smell
phenomenal in
morning.
Personally, | have
drinks_

times over the
past few weeks,
and | have to say
the only thing
that | would™
change is their lack of space,
which [ fully recognize is not
possible. The building is very

small; when you walk in the
doors on a busy day there
are lines and people filling
up the entire building. Some-
thing that could really help
with the congestion would be
a few arrows on the floor
showing customers the traf-
fic pattern and making it
obvious where to order,
where to wait, and where the
Il i ne for ms.
nately become used to direc-
tional arrows and stickers on
floors during this past year
thanks to COVID, so it could
help.

All in all, if you're
looking for a great pit stop on
your way into West Sand
Lake from Taborton, or on
your way to work or school in
the morning, | definitely rec-
ommend this cute little cof-
fee shop that calls Averill
Park home.

Check out
their  insta-
gram and

webpage
@gipfelcoffee
and gipfelcof-
fee.com. Stop
in on Mondays
through  Fri-
days from 6
am to 3 pm
and get my
personal favor-
ite, an iced
latte with ha-
zelnut. I'l see
you there.

CONCERT (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10)

mount of enthusiasm for the

May concert. The Averill Park
High School Music Depart-
me nt coul dnot

for a live audience, and were
more than ready to demon-
strate their skills. Not only

wwas this concert completelym of

safe, it was also an enjoyable
event for families to watch the
musicians perform. Members
the Music Department

were grateful for this oppor-
tunity, and ecstatic to perform
on May 27 for their families.

We d v e
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WASHINGTON TRIP SEEMED O DFFERENTO

by Sam Bonesteel

In previous years at
Averill Park High School, the
junior class has taken an
annual field trip to the capital
of our wonderful country,
Washington, D.C. The whole
place has an aura of freedom
and passion that can be seen
throughout the whole of the
United States. Anyway
this year the trip was quite
obviously canceled due tg
the COVIEL9 pandemic.
America did a great joh
containing the spread of =
the virus compared to oth o
er countries, but our intui-
tive leaders knew we stil
needed to hunker down
and wait at least until July
3 before lifting all re-
strictions.

So the junior_
class trip was sadly can
celed this past year, along
with many other thingg
because of the pandemic!
My friends and | are in the
class of 2023, so we would
theoretically be going on the
school field trip next year. But
thereds no
sent, and with the end of
2020 we felt a strong surge of
patriotism.

The intense victory
over the coronavirus with the
creation of three functional
vaccines gave me faith in our
countryds sci
that our previous president
survived two impeachments
and the virus itself shows the
manos strength
and gives me faith in those
fine members in the Senate
who acquitted him not once,
but twice, because...why not?
This shows the power and
balance of the American gov-

t i mein the city. We called count

en

ernment and people as a
whole, and made me and my
friends desperately want to
see the glory ourselves. So
despite the pandemic, in early
January we decided to head
to the Capital and see the
sites early in the new year.
Washington, D.C.
was not how we expected it to
be, however; there seemed to

be a lot going on when we
visited at the start of the year.
For one thing, it was extreme-
ly hard to get a place to stay

less hotels but many of them
were all booked in advance,
although we we
However, it seemed apparent
that there was some excite-
ment in the Capital that week.

o0 Wh o
known that D.C. would be soc
crowded in Jan

even warm yeto
Kiehl, a sophomore at Averill

Park High School who accom-
panied me on the trip.

The first day after
spending the night was nor-
mal, although there were
large crowds of tourists enjoy-
ing the cold air. They seemed

-

good natured, though, and we
tagged along with one group
to see the Washington Monu-
ment. A nicer group of people
| have yet to meet, because
these guys gave my friend a
free NRA baseball cap, and
even donated their masks to
the homeless by taking them
off and throwing them on the
sidewalk. A couple of these

people were pretty good at
street art, and they brought
some spray paint to share

their talents
vi branto parts
0Al so, al

them were wearing patriotic
clothing, 1 wish | brought my.
Trump hat
mented Kiehl.

It was really nice to

w 0 u | just breathe the freedom and

liberty in without the hassle of
masks (which we had donatt
ed earlier). It was cold, but
with the company of our new
friends we were able to enjoy
an exciting day touring the
city, and returned to our hotel
room satisfied. We would
never have known it, but the
next day was going to be a
blast!

mo antd wanteh, dedsed

In the morning we
woke up early to go and see
more of the city, starting
with the White House. How-
ever, we encountered a
problem. As we got closer to
the White House we were
stopped by throngs of peo-
ple gathering in huge
crowds. It was almost im-
possible to get any closer
so we decided to wait
and see what all the
commotion was for. It
turned out that the
President of the United
States, Donald Trump,
was speaking, and we
were there to witness it!

0The crow
wild and we had no idea
what was going on, until
we saw the president
tal king! o S
oWedd only

e
Uy

4% - himon tv; | try to watch

~-most of his
- We coul dn
what he was saying very
clearly because there
mustdve been
thousands of people in
viront tof uk. hTehere OWeres
ydungtahdeold pdopley men
in
crazy outfits! It was like a
parade, there were people

f r om witlho flagsp ancc @amzy- hats.

Some even carried baseball
bats and flagpoles! | saw a
man with a Viking costume
in the crowd, wearing a fur
vest and a helmet with

horns. People started
chanting OFig
fight for Tru

started walking towards the
Capitol building.

We were planning
to visit the Capitol later

(continued on page 16)
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WASHINGTON (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15)

A couple of times | heard
fireworks go off, but | hon-
estly wasnodt

legal in the city. | saw a bald
eagle in a red, white and
blue suit hitting a door with
a bat; he must have never

during our stay, but figured
that we might as well see it
as part of the parade; it was
much more exciting than we
had pl anned. |
what kind of parade it was,
because many people were
holding  Confederate
flags, but it seemed like
a great way to cele
brate our nation, with a
display of true patriot-
ism towards our owrm.‘n
president. .

like cheerleaders waviiiks
ing o0 Make
Great Agai |
and people dressed upjee,
as Vikings and wearin
animal skins. M
friends and | all thought
it was very chaotic, bu
also exciting to be part of learned good Halloween
such an event. At one point | etiquette.
stepped over a napping Uncle ol didndt Kk
Sam, but | dondwere supposed to go in
was trying to sleep right in side... It seemed pretty
the middle of the street. sketcho commen
We ran up the hill to Michaels, a fellow sopho-
the Capitol, a wonderful more at Averill Park who also
building, and people were made the trip.
climbing through broken win- Glass shattered
dows and scrambling up down on us as we debated
walls to get into the building. whether to go inside or not.

| started to climb into a win-

dow to see what was going
s uon, but | cut my hand on ar e decided it was just time to

piece of glass, so | came
back down. It was bleeding,

so we said farewell to the

nice guy in the Viking cos-

tume who was waving a flag-
pole, and started heading
back.

The streets were
strewn with banners, flags
and debris, and police were
scrambling around, but |
wasnot sur e
doing. It was midafternoon,

much fun, really like nothing

| ve ever done bef
go, 6 added Michael
There were still

some MAGA hats on the
sidewalk and we found one
for each of us so we could
' keep the spirit of America
close at hand. We got
back to the hotel room,
and were going to go out
to dinner but were told
there was a curfew in the
city that night.

The next few days
were very chaotic, so |
thought we should leave
the city a few days early
S and get back to Awverill
Park for classes.

Overall, | thought
the trip was well worth it.
| imagine it must have
been more exciting than
any junior trip over the
years. We got to meet some
nice, eccentric people, saw
the President speak, and
were even part of a surprise
parade that toured the Capi-
tol! We learned a lot about
American society from our

der if this goodnatured patri-

and wedd had t hetisnt willmeachdarthemthan
lives in the exciting parade. Washington, D.C.
0The parade was. so

SOUND (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9)

Before, we might more or el
have gotten annoyed by the  group.
0gossip girlséo Evidently, sounds

who could talk and talk are heard differently and
about the most random mean slightly different things,
Onews. 6 Howe v e butthis brief piece is intend-
oddly miss it now. Instead ed to put it out there and
of hearing the gossip on the glaze over how just a few
news, we would much ra-  noises can make different yet
ther hear gossip that is  specific scenarios for those

evant 6 athome vs. those at school2 |

Going off on a
tangent, what about food?
We can eat whenever we
want at home, but it's re-
stricted to only lunch at
school (or at least it should
beé) . SO, i f
please be polite and pay
attention to

heard. Keep those camer-
as off at home so irperson
students aren't getting
hungry and with no availa-
ble chips for those in per-
son, or else everybody
might want to take
yyourse). |,
0 Thanks
b u n c-Keéadphone users

wh attr itpheyanded ecandt

a
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ROBOTICS CLUB PERSEVERES
DESPITE A PANDEMIC, CLUB HAS A FULFILLING YEAR

by Owen Perala

This year has been a
year like no other. Nearly every-

thing we do has to be adapte i
=

and changed in some way. O
academic lives have change(
immensely, with many activities
and events being cancelled
disappointing many peoplef™=
However, there were those wh,

way of the things they loved®
The Averill Park Robotics Clu
was one of them. |
For those in the club/}
robotics is something pretty
special, and something that
many members of the club
would have been disappointed
to miss this year. With this in
mi nd, t he clubd
Duff and Ms. Lambright, set out
to make sure it could happen.
They, along with the club's lead-
ership team of president Lucas
Abate, vice president Matthew
Harmer, treasurer Ben Camp-
bell, and secretary August John-
son, all of them seniors, devel-

refused to let COVID get in tf{' :

of their cohort. The cohort
structure also made communi-
cation, and coordination be-
tween team members more
difficult.

In addition to this,
qguarantines and the school
moving to virtual teaching kept
the club from actually being
able to work on their robots.
And finally, the hope of having
a competitive season was

B ¢ dashed as events and match-
3 MA , )

oped a plan for the year and
made arrangements with the
school to ensure the club
could meet.

oOWe just :
build some worpg*
said Duff. oTH

from the start of the year,
and we want to make it hap-M [
pen. o

In a normal year,
the club meets everyday be-
fore school at 7:00 am to
work on bots. This would
remain true this year, except
students would only be able
to go into school on the day

es were all cancelled. Still, the
clubds members
tion of finishing their robots.

oOYes, it
slow and we have only had
a fraction of the time we
normally do, but no other
club has done as much as
we have, 6 said

Right now, all
five of the teams in the
club are still meeting be-
fore school to work on
bots. The club also has an
in-house competition date
set for June 17.

ol dm i mpr
we are still going; every-
one is determined to finish
and not let our work go to
wasted said

The cl

Ab
ubd

Ision for what they do is

certainly admirable. The
dedication of the teams,
leaders, and advisors to
the club is certainly exem-
plary of our school's deter-
mination to keep going
when times get tough. We
wish the robotics club luck
fineheidfollowing weieks ase n
they finish up the year.

Duf

esse

ate.

SMART COOKIES!

MASTERMINDS CLUB

by Alex Gaboury

Trivia and factual
knowledge have always been
an interesting and important

DOES BATTLE WITH THEIR MINDS

aration for upcoming trivia during team bonuses to pre-
games with other Master- vent rapid speed Googling.

minds clubs in local schools. The game features
The games themselves usual- two types of questions, toss

part of society. It is the basis
for independent thoughts to
be built upon and opinions to
be made; it is by knowing
things that people are able to
think and speak about things.
Here at Averill Park High
School, there is a club which
focuses on just that, learning

trivia through a competitive
game.

Masterminds meets
virtually every Friday with
advisor Mr. Fairchild to prac-
tice various questions in prep-

questions

okay, 6 sai

pant Chris McLaren.
At the core of the

you
d f

ups, which are club, it is o0
Obuzzed iracademic trivi
<\ @ o tions, and bonus- said Fairchild, but as McLaren
*, - es, which are added, it never feels
received if the ointensely co
@ 9 teammate  an- club i s an 0
swered the toss kids who are intellectually
o - @ up correctly. But  curious but also a bit competi-
= . the game evens tive to excel at something that
Maste erndS out, with team- is a key goal of schooli to
mates collective- know t hi o]

ly last about 45 minutes and
all have been moved to the
virtual setting this year, with
some added virtual rules such
as hands in view of camera

ly rounding out knowledge
and with eight questions per
half, giving ample opportunity.
oYou dondt
know the answers to the

ngs,

OMaster min
been a fun way to practice
memorization and a great way

(continued on page 21)
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AN EARTH UPRISING IN TROY
BRING AWARENESS TO CLIMATE CHANGE

LOCAL YOUTH

by Carly Antolick and Emma
Hanlon

| f youdr e
climate activist looking for a
local organization which is

Earth Uprising has provided
me with just that: the ability
to interact with local activ-
igls anydoyauthhin order to

bers include not only Averill
Park students, but one student
from Lasalle Institute and one
from Albany Academy. These
= Students,
Daniel Hunter

assisted the city with collect-
ing electronics, paper and
tires. These materials were
then properly recycled. Also,
if you attend the local Troy
Farmers Market this month,

both making a difference in and Ethan youdl | l'i kely see
its community and accept- & Reid, said Earth Uprising holding post-

ing new members, then the that they ers to bring attention to the

Troy branch of Earth Upris- enjoy being climate crisis.

ing is for you. Earth Upris- productive The pride that

ing is a youthled organiza- and  helpful members take in their im-

tion consisting of many towards their pact on the local Troy com-
smaller chapters, commit- ;% community, munity can be pretty well

ted to educating the public and that this summed up with a quote

on climate issues and to was a major from member and Averill
encouraging youth to make reason they Park sophomore Tyler

their voices heard. joined Earth Mi chael s: 0Seeing

This local branch
encompasses Troy, Albany,
and Averill Park, as there
are no alternate branches
nearby. Earth Uprising Troy,
or EUT, was founded by
Averill Park sophomore and
climate conservation enthu-

transform and motivate our
society, resulting in a better
future for all of us, around

Uprising.

Re-
cently, mem-
bers of Earth
Uprising Troy
volunteered to pick up trash
along Route 2, near the Bruns-
wick Library. During the month

of trash you picked up or the
end result of projects after
hours of work is extremely
rewarding, and inspires me
to do what | can in our com-
munity.o

If you are interest-
ed in joining the ranks of

siast Isabelle Relyea. the world. o6 of May specifically, these mem-  Earth Uprising Troy, you can
ol wanted t o Bagth Uprising bers volunteered with the city of  contact the organization
involved in my community  Troy currently has 15 mem-  Troy during their recycling drive. through Instagram

and mak e a d

i bferk, e with nages, rdnging

They met hundreds of people

(@earthuprising_troy) and

Rel yea said. 0 Mom 9ctd B6p These meonft  from the Troy community, and  through Twitter (@EU_Troy).

THE IMPORTANCE OF COMPUTER SCIENCE

COURSE OFFERING ADDRESSES IMPORTANT NEED IN TODAY® WORLD

by Owen Perala are also often flexible, making ployees to work at home and great idea to take a look into

The world we live in
is made up of computers.
Everywhere you look there is
something that is, or is linked
to, a computer. Nearly 60% of
the worl ddés po
es the internet daily, and that
number is still on the rise.

Computers are the
future of our world and they
are not going away. Due to
this, there is a vast availability
of jobs related to the comput-
er field. Whether that is in
manufacturing, software de-
sign or cyber security, the
possibilities are endless. The
jobs themselves pay well and

them a great way to provide set their own hours.

TICAL CowmPeTER

APUTER

‘GIENC‘E

L[ .n\-.m.g

for oneself. Since everything

~y

The demand for

in the computer world is con- these jobs will not be going
nected, many jobs allow em- down anytime soon, and it is a

this field if you are interested.
Averill Park High School has
taken notice of this and of-
fers an Intro to Computer
Science class. This class is
available to anyone who has
successfully completed Ge-
ometry. It focuses on teach-
ing students about computer
science and computer pro-
gramming while allowing
students to show creativity
and work at their own pace
despite their understanding
of the topic.

If you are at all in-
terested in getting started in
the computer field, this class
is a great fit for you.
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|TOS TIME TO MAKE THOSE SUMMER PLANS
STUDENTS SHARE A VARIETY OF FUN IDEAS

by Sydney Davey favorite place in Maine, Thatds all t hat weeks.hAa the engd Il aviti n
Mornings In Paris. right now but h bepoené adolngelor| aid Il
Have you thought about In the sophomore t o do more f un svill sthyfto work 1 or 2
your summer activities yet? class, Ashlyn McGarry com- Moving into the jun- weeks. Then, | will hopeful-
COVID has caused a lot of chang- ment ed, 0So faiors, Ma ¢ h ar an oty begoiag tc thei Dbmini- 0 |

es to our plans for the summer. have much planned consid- am planning on lifeguarding can Republic for a mission
Despite this, many, at my local lake. | am trip where a group will be
people at Averill Par also planning on swim- working at a camp so it
have thought abou ming and hanging out can be open for under
what they are goin with friends. | am look- served children in the
to do. Between sum ing forward to the warm country later in the sum-
mer camps and vaca \weather . o Ma mar. After that willeproba-
tions there is sO another junior, com- bly be tennis practices for
much to do! smented, 0So ftree rscholol vadsityrfall sea-
Since vac- have many plans set in son. 0
cinations are being stone yet. All | know is Seeing that it is
made available topm that | 6m goi ntlge senmrs Fhali ypae at
high school agedii with my family like | do Averill Park, | was interest-
people and more o every summer in July. ed in learning what they
the population is beginning to ering COVID, but so far my (except for last year of course  plan to do. Olivia Flagg

get vaccinated, people can now family is planning on going to  because of Covid) Attheend pl ans on o0 havli

do more things. To get a feel for Cape Cod. | might also take a of June my mom and | are over to go swimming, RV
studentds s u mm tap class over the summer trips, kayaking/paddle
reached out to all of the grade and will definitely hang out ' boarding, tubing, get-
levels at APHS. Some people wi t h friends ting ice cream, working
donodt know what Ava Grazianc . at my job, going on
summer but hopefully this article s ai d 0Thi s .~ walks, roasting
will give them some good ideas.  going to Texas and workin s 0 mores, out
Governor Cuomo plans at a pizza p
to fully reopen New York on July Federi co <co

| shoppmg and going to

1}
o

get

door

1. Cuomo pl ans working at an ice cream .- : 4. Great Escape amuse-
rei magine and r place and serving at wed. " -fiu “iment parks. d§ Anc
state: OHi story dings. | would say a fur &i}# senior, Emily Walsh,

positive growth occurs not from activity | will do on the 5|de..\“, 5 S s a id, 0l 6m n
fighting or even winning the war. is hiking in Averill Park; LIRSS on domg much this
Warfare only stops the evil. What watching sunsets on the lake going to Cape Cod to visit summer but my main fo-

must follow post war is some friends. In Au- cus will be college plan-
the reconstruction: that gust my mom, her ning and visits. Of course |
is where growth oc boyfriend and | are will also try to have a bit of

curs, o he
societyods

going to Aruba. We  fun too so hopefully I will

— were supposed to go get to visit one of my favor-

the pandemic. B last year but we nev- ite places Ramblewild.
There are..f“'_,"-" er got to because of Ramblewild is a ropes
many things you can dee — the pandemic. Be- course in the forest near
this summer. Rachel—= —— t ween al | tJimimyt Peak dthat is SO
Hudspath, a freshman*"'* sure |06l h anvuec hs uf mume!r 6
sai d, ol m";-;‘). ~'dance camps t hatAs yoi lcdn see,
play a lot of videogames. = .~ .ﬁ . ... help teach and sum- there are plenty of sum-
and wor k on my mer homewor kmeo activities that Averill
Olivia Palmer, another freshman and attending Rebecca Ware said, Park students can not wait
said, O0l"'"m going¢ Isla Multunas said, vo I wi || be at t donldegim g-or shose nstdlr

tion and that's 01l dm going t b camp, the same camp | have  unsure of their summer
| plan to relax and go camp for a few weeks, and if been going to for the past 11 plans, | hope this article

up to Maine in July.  hopetogo | dm | ucky | &1 | years. | will be in the leader- nhglped give you ideas that

to the NASCAR race in New cousi nds hous e ship training program, called you can carry over into

Hampshire, the Nubble light- Lake and go t (CILT: Campers in Leadership your summer.

house, Perkins Cove and my lake house on Lake Placid. Training, which lasts for four

ot p
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THE PATH TO BECOMING EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
CASEY SEILER PAYS A VIsSIT To THE JOURNALISM CLUB

by Members of the AP Jour- editor. His interest in the arts we were happy doing whatev-  papertown-i f youdre a
nalism Club helped him get involved, and er, they were just fine with nalist-i s a | ot of fun
ofrom there figit.o o] From Jackson Hole,

How does one end cover the arts like a beat (a Believing that, Seiler then worked forThe
up holding the top positonat speci ali zed topoSorry j our nal Buwlington Fyee uRsessein
ajob?l n Casey Sei His path from focus-  going to miss out on me not Vermont, and then forThe
hard work, desire, a bit of ing on the arts to gainingthe t he ot her way aTines Unonio Allseyi Ané r
circumstance and some un-  top position at a newspaper then planned on focusing his while he was more of an arts
conventional side trips led to  was also not so direct. Just talents more on writing short and entertainment writer
his being named editoiin- when he began working pro-
chief of Al ban fessionally, his reach ex-
newspaper, The Times Un- panded. He held the posi-
ion. Seiler recently met with tion of entertainment editor
members of the Averill Park in 2000, became The Times
Journalism Club, answering Union statehouse editor in
questions about his life in 2008, and eventually was
journalism and giving advice named editorinchief in
for young writers. Seiler was 2020.
open about his life as a jour- ol 6 m very gl
nalist, and seemed excited to worked in smaller papers
teach the club more about and then worked my way
what he does. up, 6 he said of hi

Seiler lived in Buffa-
lo and Charleston, West Vir-
ginia as child, but mostly grew

present
you bump into people you
write about in the grocery

position,

up in Louisville, Kentucky, store or Thisnntea bar .
where his parents  still action oreminds )
live. His father worked for youdr e part of a
department st ty...thereds real |
when department stores were way than to start journalism
the center of than in a small pa
which is a role local newspa- In addition to his
pers also fulfill. life story, Seiler gave the

One woul dn Journalism Club students
Seil erds ear | advice pertaining to his craft,
would necessarily lead especially as it has changed
straight to being in charge of over the years.
a large newspaper. 0 | W g ol t seems the
always a big reader of comic net has changed things all
books when | Wi around now, 6
sai d, and 0t h e after college, Seiler landed an  stories and novels. He also said. O Newspapers use
ever wrote for a publication  unpaid internship with went back out west, to Jack- be a way to get people to
were movi eFortuev Har per 6s , Miathgea z i son Hole, Wyoming, planning read ads. But now we recog-
nately for him, he has always went out Colorado with his to ski some more while wait- nize that digital advertising is
olived in many brother and | ti <ing tables or working as a lifi SO ubiquitous. W €
perpetrating journal- bumé for a b r i attendant, but within a week g ing from making our money
i s m, idcluding attending menial work. 0 De a d b r he got a job at a local news- from advertisingét
Northwestern University, a  from this detour, he returned paper. He worked there for it from our paid subscrib-
school known for having one  home and sent out résumés,  four years. e r sAnd unlike The Chroni-
of the best journalism pro- expecting that olt was 1y kcel es@oms,uwhieh are writ-
grams in the nation. Interest- offers due to the namerecog- bi a graduat e s cteroover tlieocoursmef a
ingly, Seiler never took a sin- nition of Northwestern and his  he said of his employment, month,  turnaround  for
gle journalism class there.He internship, butoand they weearr8ei pbaydsgpaper is
did become active in a cam-  from anyone. This was one of me . Seiler pointed out how While the actual writing may
pus newspaper, however the few times Seiler ever sec- there were two newspapers be done more quickly, it still
(ofilled wi t h ondguessed going into jourt - in Jackson Hole, and the involves some basic princi-
i sts. ..and me, 6nalismas a career, though hen ¢ competition between the two pl es. 0The story

eventually took on roles as
the art and entertainment

sai d 0My
supportive of all of us, and if

p ar e n made everyone strive to bey
better. A competi ti v(eontimedon page 21)
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SEILER (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20)

be better the more youreport year s youdd beone.0l | ove a ¢gocet hat p er s oDbelhs nam
i t Sidce The Times Union which he assuredly does. story. | love a good story dexing is a way to remove
usually gets breaking news His advice for future out of a state Capitol. | some of that connection.0 | n
really quickly, their first story j our nal i sts wa:t hink that dsnobeterms of hard choices, not a
may be more brief and then  better way to find out about the a great interest and great day goes by where hard
they are able to build on it community than to be a jour- horror i n politchoices arendt i no
throughout the day or  nalist-1 t h $eilek stréssed Another favorite said.
week. Seiler talked about how t he i nt er neisaninvestgative story.0 A e | Looking back on
starting with a foundation of  revolutionizing the way we run (great investigative story is his own career in journalism,
the story and then adding our busi ness, 60 always goodtoeditOfteno | f oi t seems t o have
more details and information  you're passionate about jour- youdre dealing out, o Seil er said
as you accumulate it, and nalism, there will always be that are potentially legal- now | dm theTUeditor
eventually that leads to afull j obs out t h eHe e ly dangerous for the paper And itds never the
article about what happened. reminded the Averill Park jour- i f you get Hehenmtwice. 0
0OYou want t o m nalists to be flexible with the mentioned howThe Times While Seiler men-
the content is as relevant to  types of media they may end Union has access to law- tioned political and investiga-
t he day as i fup working in. 0 That t ryers who help determine tive pieces as his favorites,
stressed. 0 You dr e r e media is what keeps it fresh what presents a risk if pub- in the end, omy f
for your audience. And atight- and keeps it ne lished. of my job is one of our report-
er paper shows connections When asked about 0O0Anything lers getting a really good
with the audienyoung journal i s todo with NXIVM had t@a i d scoop, and the feeling of

When it comes to have great affection for, and g et | awyer ed, 6 excitement when it goes
career advice for a young great respect for high school of the series of stories on onlineé and you kn
journalist, Seiler stressed | o ur n aHeidsdusseddhe the cult organization. 0 | t a story with a goo
enjoying what you do.0 | f  yHearst Fellowship Program, a was a very delicate pro- Seiler sincerely
wake up wanting to get better  two-year program where col- cess. It had to be very deli- seemed to care about his
at what you choose to do, and lege graduates spend theirfirst cat el y f r amed. 6 career and the impact jour-
it's meaningful to you, that is year at a smaller paper, and oOYoudre b a ‘nalists have. 0 Al | |l 6ve e
a good career for you. If you then move to a bigger one such playing a high stakes wanted to do is get better at
approach your career that as in Houston or San Francis- g a me, 0 he said my journali som, 6 h
way youdll be co. One of theT U dnere re- the importance of assuring do journalism because |
living out of it. Whether cent hires was first a Hearst each part of a story is sol- donot know how th
youdr e in jour Fellow who worked in Albany, id. The better mewor ks, butinthis want
thing else, if you wake up left for a bigger paper, and | i k e buil ding quest to find out, Seiler has
every day wanting to get bet- ended up returning to Albany. Seiler added, accomplished quite a lot in
ter at it you He also said The uthat house to be as sturdy the world of journalism.
ceed. ¢ Times Union does hire people as possi bl e. 6

He also suggested right out of college. 0 We 0 v Another issue Note & This article was writ-
your future location. 0 Fi n d had terrific young journalists Seiler pointed out involved ten as a collaborative effort
place you always wanted to come through our newsroom, o0dei ndexi ng, 0 "during a 30 minute virtual
l'ive, 6 he said,and many-not all - ofthemy t ains to a per interview with Mr. Seiler
find a | Adbforhiheare right out oence on the inter- during a Journalism Club
own | ocation, 0 When asked about h net. When a story involving meeting held on May 5.

TU for 21 years now, and if
you work someplace for 21 |

his favorite parts of his own names is released, any
ob, Seiler c o Lsearches online may show u s

MASTERMINDS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17)

bers, especially for the 2021
2022 school year. If interest-
ed students would like to

t o | earn new
McLar en. ol t
I can do something | enjoy,

really fun experience and |
would definitely like to keept
playing next ye

in their league along with the
Masterminds teams at Berlin
and BerneKnoxWesterlo to

and learn things at the same

ti me. 6
McLaren joined
Masterminds after looking

for a club that would be a

good fit. 0As
was right, o
OMaster minds

This would be ben-
eficial for the team, as
McLaren is a key member,

along with seniors John
Kelly, Noah Bonesteel and
junior Alex Gaboury. Most,
recently, the team pro-

h gressed from the six schools

the Albanyarea playoffs. In
these games, Averill Park
won four out of six games,
advancing to the semifinals.
Now that the sea-
son has ended, the club is
looking to the future for more
interested potential mem-

come to practices and get a
feel for the game, or plan for
the upcoming school vyear,
reach out to Fairchild or any
members listed.

OEvery ki
can play, 6 sai
every kind of kid is welcome.

nd
d
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TO EASE YOUR TRANSITION ...
COORDINATOR HELPS PLACE GRADUATING STUDENTS

by Paula DeAndres

When vyou think
about your future after gradu-
ating high school, you proba-
bly think about going to col-
lege, entering the workforce,
or pursuing a specific trade.
For special education stu-
dents, it can be harder to get
employed or get into a college
if they so choose.

There are many
people at the high school and
beyond who work to improve
the lives of special ed stu-
dents. One of these people
includes Lori Dunigan, a tran-
sition coordinator at Averill
Park High School. Her job is
to make sure that students
make solid plans for after
high school and are prepared
for adulthood. She can help
students and their families
connect with community
agencies outside of school,
which can help find possible
employers or give post sec-
ondary training.

When a special edu-
cation student enters their
junior year, Dunigan introduc-
es her students to pre
employment services. She
works closely with them in
order to make a transition

individualized.
dent has a unique plan. My
job is to help them set
goals and give them the

resources to carry out the

ensures that each student

gan can discuss job develop-
ment, college planning, and
life skills with the students.

At the beginning of
the year, Duni-
gan reaches out
to parents
through email to
request a meet-
ing. Then, she
will meet with the
student person-
ally to discuss
their  future
plans. Through-
out the vyear,
Dunigan contin-
ues to develop a
plan for the stu-
dent.

Duni-
gan works in two
different schools.
A typical day for
her is pretty busy
as she meets
with  students
and their families
both in person
and virtually.

ol p
and schedule
career explora-

tion activities and teach in the

When asked if
the process was stressful
for students, Dunigan said
it was quite the opposite. It
can be reassuring to the
students to know that
someone from school is
looking out for them. And
as for the parents, post
secondary planning can
ease their minds, knowing
their child is prepared for
what is to come. The stu-
dents who have a plan and
are prepared will most
likely succeed as they
move beyond high school.
0The mor e t he
the less stressful the next
chapter becom
gan stated.

Having such an
impactful job has its ef-
fects on Dunigan as well.
Since some students may
not be able to get enough
support solely from home,
it makes her content to
know that she has helped
them and prepared them
farrsuccess in their future.
Perhaps Dunigan said it
best: ol f | c
dent get to college or learn

classroom, 6 s heabataa tchde schdolnthatt h

classroom, she focuses on life
lessons and jobrelated activi-

pl an. ol pr ef ¢has a plan that works fori t tties. Her job is to educate stu-

student s 1: 1, 6 them. Working in groups is

dents about life after high

oOTransi ti on Cou also helpful because Duni-e r yschool and to guide them.

they had never heard of,
that makes me happy. |
will do anything to help
students be su

NEW CHRON/CLE EDITORS SELECTED
AND WE BID FAREWELL To Two GRADUATES

by Mr. Strich

It is a bittersweet
moment for The Chronicle and
members of the Journalism
Club, as two longime editors
are graduating. In their place,
four new editors have been
named for next year.

The Journalism Club
wishes the best of luck to all of
our graduating senior writers,

but especially to our two
senior editors, Katie Armlin
(Syracuse,
study Creative Writing) and
Sarah Wallace (New Paltz,

Speech Language Patholo-
Thank you for your
contributions
directy made The
Chronicle a paper

school can be proud of. Your
talents and efforts will be
greatly missed!

Freshman Paula
DeAndres and sophomores
Carly Antolick, Emma Hanlon
and Owen Perala were se-
lected from a group of quali-
fied candidates to take on
these leadership positions
for the next school year.

Their main respon-
sibilities will include assist-
ing student writers, editing
stories as well as the news-
paper, generating story
ideas, helping run Journal-
ism Club meetings and
writing articles for the news-
paper, all while upholding
the integrity of the newspa-
per.




